
The Pastor’s Page 
Accountability 
Time 
Matthew 25:14-30 

As a local church and ministry, we 
are accountable to all those who trust us 
with their gifts of money, time and help. 
Yet we are accountable to an even higher 
authority: God. 

Organizations are accountable to 
their members and shareholders. They 
must look at their investments, to see 
whether they had  profits or losses. We 
are all accountable for the way we invest 
and manage our life. In other words, we 
are responsible for our actions as well as 
our inactions, to our wife, husband, par-
ents, boss, teachers, friends, etc. 

Sadly, most people forget that they 
are accountable to the ultimate authority: 
God our Creator and giver of all things. 

The rich man in the story in Matthew 
25:14-30 was going away on a long jour-
ney, so he called his servants (these were 
live-in servants and part of the house-
hold) and gave final instructions and 
some money to each one of them, telling 
them to stay and work while during his 
absence. 

The word “talent” was first used to 
describe a unit of weight (75 pounds) and 
later for a unit of money. Today “talent” 
generally refers to an ability. This master 
asked his servants to run the business; he 
intended to come back. 

He gave each one according to his 
ability (verse 15), just as the talents 
(gifts) God gives us are personalized. It  
is usually pride and selfishness that 
makes people desire and envy the talents 
of others. 

There are four 
things in this story 
that I would like us 
to look at. 

1. The Master’s 
Kindness 

The servants (slaves) had nothing; 
slaves did not even own their bodies let 
alone riches. They had no claim on their 
master; he owed them nothing. Yet he, in 
his kindness, gave them his riches to use 
and produce and they were allowed to 
use everything in that household. 

2. The Servants Who Increased Their  
Talents 

a) They got down to work right 
away (verse 16). 

b) The work was faithfully carried 
out; they did not stop or slow 
down, and they used their tal-
ents even though their master 
was not around. 

c) They were very successful,  
actually doubling the talents 
given to them. 

d) They were ready to give an  
account. 

 
When their master came, they were 

rewarded generously. They received 
praise: “Well done.” They received 
promises: “I will put you in charge  
of many things.” And they received 
glory: “Come and share your Master’s 
happiness.”  

3. The Servant Who Buried His Talent 
The one who had received one talent 

went and buried it (verse 18). He just dug 
a hole and buried his talent. 

...continued on page 11 

12  ▪ JANUARY 2015 ▪ TEMPLE NEWS 

TEMPLE NEWS 
THE MONTHLY MAGAZINE OF TEMPLE BAPTIST CHURCH  

JANUARY 2015  

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares 
the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm 
you, plans to give you hope and a future.”  

(Jeremiah 29:11) 



Thoughts from the Editor 
Ditch the List 

Most of us start each year with a 
long, stress-inducing to-do list that—let’s 
be honest—only makes us feel lousy, as 
if we were such horrible people in the 
previous 12 months that we need a major 
overhaul this year to have any value. This 
is usually the result of comparing our-
selves to others. Please stop doing that to 
yourself! It’s not constructive and it’s not 
even close to being biblical. 

I’m not suggesting that we adopt the 
attitude of Calvin (see comic), but I think 
it’s ironic that the motive behind most of 
our resolutions is to make us feel better 
about ourselves, a flawed strategy that 
inevitably backfires on us.  

Try this: Instead of writing down all 
the things you can do to like yourself bet-
ter 12 months from now, ask the Lord to 
help you start a revolution in your life 
and in your family, to transform you 
from the inside out.  

Romans 12:1-2 is a great passage to 
memorize and meditate on: “Therefore, I 
urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of 
God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a 
living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to 
God—this is your true and proper wor-
ship. Do not conform to the pattern of 
this world, but be transformed by the re-
newing of your mind. Then you will be 
able to test and approve what God’s will 

I 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.” 

This year, replace your list of goals 
with a blank page that you offer to God. 
Allow Him to reshape your thoughts, 
character and behaviour.  

Old Habits Die Hard 
Some of you might still be itching 

for a list of some sort, so here are five 
general principles (not goals) that can 
help you prepare to be transformed in 
2015. If you can, share these with a 
trusted friend and talk about how life 
might look different a year from now if 
you made these changes and encouraged 
each other along the way.  

1. Do a clean sweep (see Colossians 
3:5-10) — Before you tackle the closets 
you want to declutter or start tossing out 
junk you’ve been hoarding, invite the 
Lord to help you let go of attitudes and  
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There are at least five things that 
characterize this unfaithful servant: 

Ungratefulness  — Although he 
lived off of and consumed his Master’s 
riches, he did nothing to improve his per-
sonal account. He buried his talent! 

Indifference toward his Master’s 
wishes and the talents that his master en-
trusted to him. His Master’s priorities 
were not his. 

Idleness  —  He did nothing! 
Neglect of duty  — While the other 

servants used their talents, he was proba-
bly doing nothing, or having too much 
fun to do anything productive. His own 
comfort and pleasures were his priorities, 
though even a small effort would have 
produced some fruit.  

The Bible says: “Anyone, who 
knows the good he ought to do and does-
n’t do it, sins.”   (James 4:17) 

Foolish reasoning  — He said: “I 
knew you are a hard man…” (verse 24). 
He was looking for excuses. People are 
the same today, using excuses such as: 
“Who can please God? Who am I to even 
try? God can use someone else.” 

4. Accountability  
There were rewards for  the faithful 

ones but only awful punishment to the 
unfaithful one. Romans 14:12 says: “So 
then, each of us will give an account of 
himself to God.” And in 1 Peter 4:5, we 
read: “But they will have to give account 
to him who is ready to judge the living 
and the dead”  

The response of the Master makes it 
very clear that, regardless of the amount 
they received, they were still accountable 
to him. God gives all of us, without  

exception, talents to use. Some have ob-
vious talents while others have hidden 
talents. Some have many gifts, some few; 
but we all have talents that can be used to 
bring glory to God and bless others. 

The rewards are based on our faith-
fulness and commitment to our Lord’s 
service and not on how big or impressive 
our gift(s) seem to be. 

To the unfaithful servant, the master 
said: “You wicked, lazy servant! … Take 
away the talent from him.”  (verses 26 
and 28) He stripped this untrustworthy 
servant of all the privileges and talents 
given to him. But that was not the end. 
The servant still had to pay the price of 
being unfaithful. What a terrible ending!    

Verse 30 says: “And throw that 
worthless servant outside, into the dark-
ness, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.” If this man had 
earned even one talent, he would have 
received the same kind of reward as the 
others. Instead, all he had to show for his 
life was a hole in the ground. 

There are many lessons to be learned 
from this story but I believe the main rea-
son Jesus told this parable was to make 
us understand that there are only two 
kinds of servants: faithful and unfaithful.  

The Holy spirit cannot dwell in an 
unfaithful and unprofitable Christian. Be-
ing a Christian involves more than play-
ing it safe and doing little or nothing. It 
demands service that produces results. 
Many go to church to be blessed and to 
get some kind of spiritual high while oth-
ers go to be a blessing to others. What 
about you?  

If there is one resolution we must 
make for this new year, it should be to 
serve faithfully, joyfully and effectively.   

 

Pastor Joseph Hovsepian 
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compulsive behaviours that hinder your 
spiritual growth and your relationships 
with others.  

2. Celebrate each day (see Psalm 
118:24) — Don’t wait for special occa-
sions to break out the fancy dinnerware, 
blow out candles or give cards. Make it a 
habit to find something special about 
each day to rejoice over, because each 
day is a precious gift from God. Do 
something fun or meaningful—even if 
it’s tiny—to celebrate. 

3. Break up with your mirror (see 
1 Peter 3:3-4) — When I turned 40, I 
wrote this in my journal: “There must 
come a point in every girl’s life when she 
cares less about how beautiful she is and 
more about the beauty she creates.” Cer-
tainly, use a mirror when you’re getting 
ready in the morning but try not to spend 
hours in front of it and avoid checking it 
throughout the day. Set an example, to 
your children and to others, of prioritiz-
ing inner beauty over outer beauty and of 
beautifying the world around you. Re-
mind yourself that how you see is more 
important than how you look. 

4. Talk less, listen more (see James 
1:19) — We joke about how there’s a 
reason God gave us two ears and one 

mouth, but the truth is that some people 
can be difficult to listen to. However, 
your relationships in general will become 
healthier when your loved ones see that 
you are listening to understand them and 
not simply to respond.  

5. Bark less, wag more (see Philip-
pians 2:14, 4:4) — Determine that you 
will replace complaining and criticizing 
with thanking and praising. Don’t wait 
for your circumstances to change your 
feelings; you will be waiting a long, long 
time. Instead, change your attitude and 
your circumstances will suddenly look 
very different.  

Did 2014 not turn out the way you 
had hoped? Let it go. Let God give you a 
fresh start. “Because of the Lord’s great 
love we are not consumed, for his com-
passions never fail.  They are new every 
morning; great is your faithfulness. I say 
to myself, “’The Lord is my portion; 
therefore I will wait for Him.’” (Lamen-
tations 3:22-24) 

I love how Anne Shirley (in Anne of 
Green Gables), put it: “Isn’t it nice to 
think that tomorrow is a new day with no 
mistakes in it yet?” 

Ann-Margret Hovsepian 

Adapted from an article published in 
More to Life, January 2015. 

From the Editor 
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Share with us…  
Has God taught you something through a personal Bible study, a sermon, a hymn, an 

unexpected situation, or a special relationship? Why not tell others about it so that they 
can be blessed, challenged and inspired, too? Or how about sharing your personal testi-
mony of salvation, if you haven’t done so yet? We encourage you to send in your thoughts 
and testimonies…whether you write a paragraph or a whole page! For next issue, please 
submit your material to Ann-Margret Hovsepian by January 20. 

…continued from page 2 

Letters & Mission Field Updates 
Montreal, QUEBEC 

Greetings! I attend the Montreal Chi-
nese Alliance Grace Church. We are look-
ing for some French tracts and heard that 
you have many! Would it be possible for 
you to help us out?  

God bless you and your ministries! 

Samuel Quach 

 
Thanks to God for the church. Hearing 

from Temple Baptist is always edifying. I 
would like the blessed pleasure of 
continued correspondence.  

Thank you all. See you soon. 

Abiose Cromanty 

 
AFRICA 

Editor’s note: We have kept some of 
the details of this correspondence vague to 
protect the identity of the letter writer. We 
first heard from this young man through 
Facebook. One of our members spoke to 
him by phone and email and we were able 
to send him enough money to purchase a 
Bible, which he did. He later sent us photos 
of himself holding his new Bible. 

 

November 28 — Please, can you help 
me believe in Christ as I have lost faith in 
Islam? I want to be Baptist. Can you help 
me about that? If not, can you send me a 
Bible if I send you my information? I am in 
very strictly Islamic community. I have no 
idea about Christianity but I know Jesus is 
truly there. 

November 30 — I am wishing you 
and everyone at Temple Baptist Church a 
very blessed Sunday. I am still looking up 
to you. Please pray for me. 

December 16 — Pastor Joseph and 

Temple Baptist Church of Montreal, I can’t 
even find words to thank you. I am very 
happy about the money you sent for the 
Bible. May God richly bless you and your 
family and all the members of the Church. 
For me, the Bible is everything that the 
soul needs. I don’t think I can thank you to 
the end; it is only God who can thank you.   

I am speechless for the thought you 
had for me. What you have done is just 
great. If you have any thought which will 
improve my Christian faith, please pro-
ceed. I am ready to follow your preaching 
to follow Christ. I 
want you to tell 
me how to pray in 
the morning. I 
have surrendered 
myself to follow-
ing and knowing 
Christ.  

December 19 
— I bought the 
Bible you sent the  
money for. I will read it day in and day out.  

A. M. 

 
Yerevan, ARMENIA 

Warmest greetings to you from Yere-
van. We always pray for your family, 
church and ministries. May God bless you 
richly for what you do, not expecting any-
thing back.  

This short praise report made us feel 
happy and I want you to feel the same so I 
am sharing it with you, as you have a di-
rect participation in it.  

A few days ago, a middle-aged 
woman from Spitak, named Anahid, came 
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News 
A Blessed Christmas 

Though several couples and indi-
viduals moved from the city during 2014 
and we didn’t have the people resources 
to put together the type of Christmas pro-
gram we have had in the past, the third 
weekend in December was packed with 
worshipful and inspiring moments. The 
photos at the right show a sample of the 
time we enjoyed together. 

On Saturday, December 20, nearly 
20 women gathered for a Christmas cele-
bration and brunch. After fellowship, 
they spent time singing carols, hearing a 
challenging message and then sharing 
blessings from the past year.  

The next day, after the morning wor-
ship service, we all gathered for a potluck 
lunch followed by more worship, presen-
tations by our children, women’s group 
and men’s group, an inspiring story and a 
look back at the past 12 months with a 
photo slide show. 

Special thanks to all those who 
helped plan the events, who worked with 
the kids, who brought food, who set up 
and who cleaned up. We are grateful for 
the love and joy our church family mem-
bers share with one another. 

 

Business Meeting:  
Save the Date 

It’s hard to believe we’re already 
into a new year and it’s time to start plan-
ning our ministry activities for 2015, but 
it’s true! Please note that our annual gen-
eral meeting for members takes place on 
the third Sunday of February, which 
means it’s on February 15 this year. The 
meeting will begin at 1:00 p.m. so please 
plan for your lunch accordingly. 

We urge all members to note the 
date on your calendars so that you can be 
sure to be present; this is one of the re-
sponsibilities of those who join the 
church as official members.  

Of course, this means that committee 
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Letters & Mission Field Updates 
5. Sunday school classes are fine (the 

current lesson is about Elisha). Sister Ann-
Margret Hovsepian was very helpful by 
giving some materials for craft activities. 
Two sisters do not attend Sunday School 
any longer because their mother left them 
and went to Moscow. We visited them sev-
eral times and are praying for them.  

Pastor Tigran  Muradyan 
  

Dhaka, BANGLADESH 
Editor’s note: We received a six- 

page report from Blessings for Humanity 
and have pulled a few excerpts to share 
with you here. If anyone would like to 
know more about this ministry we support, 
we would be happy to supply you with the 
full report. 

 

Greetings of Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year 2015! I hope and believe 
things are going on well in the midst of 
this busy time. We acknowledge your kind 
support and prayer for the Blessings for 
Humanity Ministry in Bangladesh. We, 
along with our children, are praying for 
you and all of the members of Temple 
Baptist Church. May God bless us all as we 
are working together for His Kingdom. 

Presently, 100% of the income of our 
school ministry (William Shakespeare 
Academy) is being used for church plant-
ing, preaching the gospel, preschool, Sun-
day school, Bible school and all other mis-
sion works. We praise the Lord that the 
ministries are exceeding their income.  

God wants much more from us for 
Bangladesh, a country of about 170 million 
people. It’s a huge field for gospel preach-
ing. We could reach some of them if we 
could have more income from the school. 
Thus we need to improve some areas (e.g. 

increase accommodation, higher salary for 
qualified teachers, Instant Power Supply 
(IPS), toys for children, well equipped class-
rooms and international accreditation). 
Then we could have more students and the 
income could be used for ministry work. 
We need your urgent prayers and support 
so that the ministry will be self-sustained.  

Out of 68 districts, we are now work-
ing in three: Jessore (southwest part), Chit-
tagong (southeast part) and Dhaka (the 
capital). Our two fulltime pastors and a 
number of volunteer work all year round. 
Sixty-five districts are still unreached. 

Kindly pray for the situation!  

Shankar Shikdar 
Blessings for Humanity 

 

GOOD NEWS! 
 

Did you know? You can tune in to 
WCHP 760AM every weekday at 
noon to hear a short inspirational 

message by 
Pastor Joseph 
Hovsepian!  



to our place. She was asking for food to 
take to her child who was in the hospital. 
We were all so touched by her modesty 
and honesty that we invited her to come in 
and share her problems with us.  

My dad started to comfort her and 
sharing the gospel. She was listening very 
attentively, as if she felt hunger for God’s 
Word. After some time, she prayed and 
asked God to forgive her sins. Anahid gave 
her life to Jesus. She received the Bible  
purchased by Joseph Hovsepian Ministries 
and the booklet, and also several tracts. 
She left our house happy, saying thanks to 
Jesus and feeling grateful for the help.  

My family and I want to thank all of 
you for praying for us continuously. Every 
month when I get the Temple News, I 
open the calendar and look for the day you 
were praying for our family and I remem-
ber what blessings we had that day (we 
usually receive the Temple News three to 
four weeks after you send it to us).  

Thank you all!  
Lilit Mantashyan 

 
Hi, I miss you all. Please pray for two 

sisters, Marine and Gayane, to whom I 
gave gospel tracts. They both have cancer. 
Please be in touch. 

Samuel Hakobyan 
 

Horom, ARMENIA 
Praise God for His endless glory and 

mercy! We always pray for your church, for 
all the brothers and sister of your church,  
and for all the ministries you are continu-
ously doing. I would like to keep you up-
dated of what happened in November.   

1. We have already moved to the 
smaller room of our church building and 
all kinds of meetings are held there. We 
are thankful to you for providing the funds 
to purchase an electrical heater, as now we 
are able to heat the room. 

2. Our main studies were in 2 Timo-
thy, Psalm 31, Romans 15:1-7, Acts 26:12-
18, 2 Corinthians 2:15 (the fragrant Chris-
tian), Hebrews 4:16, Colossians 1:27 (Christ 
in you, the hope of glory).  

3. Women’s meeting: We decided that 
in the winter the women should meet at 
the home of one of our sisters. This is so 
that the other members of their families 
and their neighbours  also have an oppor-
tunity to take part in it, so more souls will 
be won for God.  

4. Valya (my wife) and I visited four 
families and other faithful sisters visited 
three families. We mostly read God’s Word, 
prayed, answered some questions, encour-
aged and comforted them. Some families 
do not have wood to heat the house during 
the winter. Many more people, especially 
children, do not have warm clothes and 
shoes for winter.  

Letters & Mission Field Updates 
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News 
reports need to be submitted to the clerk 
soon. If you are a committee leader or in 
charge of a certain area of church life, 
please send your reports to Ann-Margret 
Hovsepian no later than January 25.  

 

Will You Get Involved? 
A new year means new opportunities 

to serving God and getting more involved 
in ministry activities. Please prayerfully 
consider how you can help our church in 
the months ahead. Please pray, too, for 
our Nominating Committee, which will 
be seeking God’s direction in finding 
people who are gifted and ready to make 
commitments in certain areas. 

If you’re not sure how you can help, 
please speak with the pastor, one of the 
deacons or another group leader.  

 

January’s “Evangelist” 
When you receive the January 2015 

edition of The Evangelist, supplied freely 
by Evangelical Tract Distributors, please 
note the article on page 6 by Pastor Jo-
seph Hovsepian.  

If you enjoy reading this newsletter 
each month, why not send ETD a note 
telling them so? It would encourage the 
ministry, which relies solely on dona-
tions, greatly to know how God is using 
its publications.  

Visit www.evangelicaltract.com for 
more information. 

Literature Reprints in 
Armenia 

Pastor Jo-
seph Hovse-
pian’s second 
devotional book, 
a thinner volume 
of messages 
translated into 
Eastern Arme-
nian (called 
Does Your Life 
Have Meaning?) 
and printed in Yerevan last fall, has been 
in such great demand that we have just 
finished the process of going through a 
second printing. Another 5,000 copies are 
being produced and will be handed out 
freely by our ministry partners in Arme-
nia. 

At the same time, we are reprinting 
50,000 copies of our gospel tract, Letter 
from the Postman, which is available in 
Eastern Armenian. 

Please pray for the faithful workers 
giving out this literature (along with Bi-
bles and New Testaments supplied by 
Joseph Hovsepian Ministries), as well as 
for those who are receiving it. The Holy 
Spirit is at work in Armenia but there is 
much more work to be done so the be-
lievers there need our constant prayer 
support and encouragement. 

  
  

  
  
  

Dig into God’s Word with us!Dig into God’s Word with us!  
  

Join us for Bible study on Sundays at Join us for Bible study on Sundays at 
9:45 a.m. and Tuesdays at 7:15 p.m.9:45 a.m. and Tuesdays at 7:15 p.m.  
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Joseph Hovsepian Ministries), as well as 
for those who are receiving it. The Holy 
Spirit is at work in Armenia but there is 
much more work to be done so the be-
lievers there need our constant prayer 
support and encouragement. 

  
  

  
  
  

Dig into God’s Word with us!Dig into God’s Word with us!  
  

Join us for Bible study on Sundays at Join us for Bible study on Sundays at 
9:45 a.m. and Tuesdays at 7:15 p.m.9:45 a.m. and Tuesdays at 7:15 p.m.  



News 
A Blessed Christmas 

Though several couples and indi-
viduals moved from the city during 2014 
and we didn’t have the people resources 
to put together the type of Christmas pro-
gram we have had in the past, the third 
weekend in December was packed with 
worshipful and inspiring moments. The 
photos at the right show a sample of the 
time we enjoyed together. 

On Saturday, December 20, nearly 
20 women gathered for a Christmas cele-
bration and brunch. After fellowship, 
they spent time singing carols, hearing a 
challenging message and then sharing 
blessings from the past year.  

The next day, after the morning wor-
ship service, we all gathered for a potluck 
lunch followed by more worship, presen-
tations by our children, women’s group 
and men’s group, an inspiring story and a 
look back at the past 12 months with a 
photo slide show. 

Special thanks to all those who 
helped plan the events, who worked with 
the kids, who brought food, who set up 
and who cleaned up. We are grateful for 
the love and joy our church family mem-
bers share with one another. 

 

Business Meeting:  
Save the Date 

It’s hard to believe we’re already 
into a new year and it’s time to start plan-
ning our ministry activities for 2015, but 
it’s true! Please note that our annual gen-
eral meeting for members takes place on 
the third Sunday of February, which 
means it’s on February 15 this year. The 
meeting will begin at 1:00 p.m. so please 
plan for your lunch accordingly. 

We urge all members to note the 
date on your calendars so that you can be 
sure to be present; this is one of the re-
sponsibilities of those who join the 
church as official members.  

Of course, this means that committee 
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Letters & Mission Field Updates 
5. Sunday school classes are fine (the 

current lesson is about Elisha). Sister Ann-
Margret Hovsepian was very helpful by 
giving some materials for craft activities. 
Two sisters do not attend Sunday School 
any longer because their mother left them 
and went to Moscow. We visited them sev-
eral times and are praying for them.  

Pastor Tigran  Muradyan 
  

Dhaka, BANGLADESH 
Editor’s note: We received a six- 

page report from Blessings for Humanity 
and have pulled a few excerpts to share 
with you here. If anyone would like to 
know more about this ministry we support, 
we would be happy to supply you with the 
full report. 

 

Greetings of Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year 2015! I hope and believe 
things are going on well in the midst of 
this busy time. We acknowledge your kind 
support and prayer for the Blessings for 
Humanity Ministry in Bangladesh. We, 
along with our children, are praying for 
you and all of the members of Temple 
Baptist Church. May God bless us all as we 
are working together for His Kingdom. 

Presently, 100% of the income of our 
school ministry (William Shakespeare 
Academy) is being used for church plant-
ing, preaching the gospel, preschool, Sun-
day school, Bible school and all other mis-
sion works. We praise the Lord that the 
ministries are exceeding their income.  

God wants much more from us for 
Bangladesh, a country of about 170 million 
people. It’s a huge field for gospel preach-
ing. We could reach some of them if we 
could have more income from the school. 
Thus we need to improve some areas (e.g. 

increase accommodation, higher salary for 
qualified teachers, Instant Power Supply 
(IPS), toys for children, well equipped class-
rooms and international accreditation). 
Then we could have more students and the 
income could be used for ministry work. 
We need your urgent prayers and support 
so that the ministry will be self-sustained.  

Out of 68 districts, we are now work-
ing in three: Jessore (southwest part), Chit-
tagong (southeast part) and Dhaka (the 
capital). Our two fulltime pastors and a 
number of volunteer work all year round. 
Sixty-five districts are still unreached. 

Kindly pray for the situation!  

Shankar Shikdar 
Blessings for Humanity 

 

GOOD NEWS! 
 

Did you know? You can tune in to 
WCHP 760AM every weekday at 
noon to hear a short inspirational 

message by 
Pastor Joseph 
Hovsepian!  



 
compulsive behaviours that hinder your 
spiritual growth and your relationships 
with others.  

2. Celebrate each day (see Psalm 
118:24) — Don’t wait for special occa-
sions to break out the fancy dinnerware, 
blow out candles or give cards. Make it a 
habit to find something special about 
each day to rejoice over, because each 
day is a precious gift from God. Do 
something fun or meaningful—even if 
it’s tiny—to celebrate. 

3. Break up with your mirror (see 
1 Peter 3:3-4) — When I turned 40, I 
wrote this in my journal: “There must 
come a point in every girl’s life when she 
cares less about how beautiful she is and 
more about the beauty she creates.” Cer-
tainly, use a mirror when you’re getting 
ready in the morning but try not to spend 
hours in front of it and avoid checking it 
throughout the day. Set an example, to 
your children and to others, of prioritiz-
ing inner beauty over outer beauty and of 
beautifying the world around you. Re-
mind yourself that how you see is more 
important than how you look. 

4. Talk less, listen more (see James 
1:19) — We joke about how there’s a 
reason God gave us two ears and one 

mouth, but the truth is that some people 
can be difficult to listen to. However, 
your relationships in general will become 
healthier when your loved ones see that 
you are listening to understand them and 
not simply to respond.  

5. Bark less, wag more (see Philip-
pians 2:14, 4:4) — Determine that you 
will replace complaining and criticizing 
with thanking and praising. Don’t wait 
for your circumstances to change your 
feelings; you will be waiting a long, long 
time. Instead, change your attitude and 
your circumstances will suddenly look 
very different.  

Did 2014 not turn out the way you 
had hoped? Let it go. Let God give you a 
fresh start. “Because of the Lord’s great 
love we are not consumed, for his com-
passions never fail.  They are new every 
morning; great is your faithfulness. I say 
to myself, “’The Lord is my portion; 
therefore I will wait for Him.’” (Lamen-
tations 3:22-24) 

I love how Anne Shirley (in Anne of 
Green Gables), put it: “Isn’t it nice to 
think that tomorrow is a new day with no 
mistakes in it yet?” 

Ann-Margret Hovsepian 

Adapted from an article published in 
More to Life, January 2015. 

From the Editor 
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Share with us…  
Has God taught you something through a personal Bible study, a sermon, a hymn, an 

unexpected situation, or a special relationship? Why not tell others about it so that they 
can be blessed, challenged and inspired, too? Or how about sharing your personal testi-
mony of salvation, if you haven’t done so yet? We encourage you to send in your thoughts 
and testimonies…whether you write a paragraph or a whole page! For next issue, please 
submit your material to Ann-Margret Hovsepian by January 20. 

…continued from page 2 

Letters & Mission Field Updates 
Montreal, QUEBEC 

Greetings! I attend the Montreal Chi-
nese Alliance Grace Church. We are look-
ing for some French tracts and heard that 
you have many! Would it be possible for 
you to help us out?  

God bless you and your ministries! 

Samuel Quach 

 
Thanks to God for the church. Hearing 

from Temple Baptist is always edifying. I 
would like the blessed pleasure of 
continued correspondence.  

Thank you all. See you soon. 

Abiose Cromanty 

 
AFRICA 

Editor’s note: We have kept some of 
the details of this correspondence vague to 
protect the identity of the letter writer. We 
first heard from this young man through 
Facebook. One of our members spoke to 
him by phone and email and we were able 
to send him enough money to purchase a 
Bible, which he did. He later sent us photos 
of himself holding his new Bible. 

 

November 28 — Please, can you help 
me believe in Christ as I have lost faith in 
Islam? I want to be Baptist. Can you help 
me about that? If not, can you send me a 
Bible if I send you my information? I am in 
very strictly Islamic community. I have no 
idea about Christianity but I know Jesus is 
truly there. 

November 30 — I am wishing you 
and everyone at Temple Baptist Church a 
very blessed Sunday. I am still looking up 
to you. Please pray for me. 

December 16 — Pastor Joseph and 

Temple Baptist Church of Montreal, I can’t 
even find words to thank you. I am very 
happy about the money you sent for the 
Bible. May God richly bless you and your 
family and all the members of the Church. 
For me, the Bible is everything that the 
soul needs. I don’t think I can thank you to 
the end; it is only God who can thank you.   

I am speechless for the thought you 
had for me. What you have done is just 
great. If you have any thought which will 
improve my Christian faith, please pro-
ceed. I am ready to follow your preaching 
to follow Christ. I 
want you to tell 
me how to pray in 
the morning. I 
have surrendered 
myself to follow-
ing and knowing 
Christ.  

December 19 
— I bought the 
Bible you sent the  
money for. I will read it day in and day out.  

A. M. 

 
Yerevan, ARMENIA 

Warmest greetings to you from Yere-
van. We always pray for your family, 
church and ministries. May God bless you 
richly for what you do, not expecting any-
thing back.  

This short praise report made us feel 
happy and I want you to feel the same so I 
am sharing it with you, as you have a di-
rect participation in it.  

A few days ago, a middle-aged 
woman from Spitak, named Anahid, came 
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Thoughts from the Editor 
Ditch the List 

Most of us start each year with a 
long, stress-inducing to-do list that—let’s 
be honest—only makes us feel lousy, as 
if we were such horrible people in the 
previous 12 months that we need a major 
overhaul this year to have any value. This 
is usually the result of comparing our-
selves to others. Please stop doing that to 
yourself! It’s not constructive and it’s not 
even close to being biblical. 

I’m not suggesting that we adopt the 
attitude of Calvin (see comic), but I think 
it’s ironic that the motive behind most of 
our resolutions is to make us feel better 
about ourselves, a flawed strategy that 
inevitably backfires on us.  

Try this: Instead of writing down all 
the things you can do to like yourself bet-
ter 12 months from now, ask the Lord to 
help you start a revolution in your life 
and in your family, to transform you 
from the inside out.  

Romans 12:1-2 is a great passage to 
memorize and meditate on: “Therefore, I 
urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of 
God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a 
living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to 
God—this is your true and proper wor-
ship. Do not conform to the pattern of 
this world, but be transformed by the re-
newing of your mind. Then you will be 
able to test and approve what God’s will 

I 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.” 

This year, replace your list of goals 
with a blank page that you offer to God. 
Allow Him to reshape your thoughts, 
character and behaviour.  

Old Habits Die Hard 
Some of you might still be itching 

for a list of some sort, so here are five 
general principles (not goals) that can 
help you prepare to be transformed in 
2015. If you can, share these with a 
trusted friend and talk about how life 
might look different a year from now if 
you made these changes and encouraged 
each other along the way.  

1. Do a clean sweep (see Colossians 
3:5-10) — Before you tackle the closets 
you want to declutter or start tossing out 
junk you’ve been hoarding, invite the 
Lord to help you let go of attitudes and  
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There are at least five things that 
characterize this unfaithful servant: 

Ungratefulness  — Although he 
lived off of and consumed his Master’s 
riches, he did nothing to improve his per-
sonal account. He buried his talent! 

Indifference toward his Master’s 
wishes and the talents that his master en-
trusted to him. His Master’s priorities 
were not his. 

Idleness  —  He did nothing! 
Neglect of duty  — While the other 

servants used their talents, he was proba-
bly doing nothing, or having too much 
fun to do anything productive. His own 
comfort and pleasures were his priorities, 
though even a small effort would have 
produced some fruit.  

The Bible says: “Anyone, who 
knows the good he ought to do and does-
n’t do it, sins.”   (James 4:17) 

Foolish reasoning  — He said: “I 
knew you are a hard man…” (verse 24). 
He was looking for excuses. People are 
the same today, using excuses such as: 
“Who can please God? Who am I to even 
try? God can use someone else.” 

4. Accountability  
There were rewards for  the faithful 

ones but only awful punishment to the 
unfaithful one. Romans 14:12 says: “So 
then, each of us will give an account of 
himself to God.” And in 1 Peter 4:5, we 
read: “But they will have to give account 
to him who is ready to judge the living 
and the dead”  

The response of the Master makes it 
very clear that, regardless of the amount 
they received, they were still accountable 
to him. God gives all of us, without  

exception, talents to use. Some have ob-
vious talents while others have hidden 
talents. Some have many gifts, some few; 
but we all have talents that can be used to 
bring glory to God and bless others. 

The rewards are based on our faith-
fulness and commitment to our Lord’s 
service and not on how big or impressive 
our gift(s) seem to be. 

To the unfaithful servant, the master 
said: “You wicked, lazy servant! … Take 
away the talent from him.”  (verses 26 
and 28) He stripped this untrustworthy 
servant of all the privileges and talents 
given to him. But that was not the end. 
The servant still had to pay the price of 
being unfaithful. What a terrible ending!    

Verse 30 says: “And throw that 
worthless servant outside, into the dark-
ness, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.” If this man had 
earned even one talent, he would have 
received the same kind of reward as the 
others. Instead, all he had to show for his 
life was a hole in the ground. 

There are many lessons to be learned 
from this story but I believe the main rea-
son Jesus told this parable was to make 
us understand that there are only two 
kinds of servants: faithful and unfaithful.  

The Holy spirit cannot dwell in an 
unfaithful and unprofitable Christian. Be-
ing a Christian involves more than play-
ing it safe and doing little or nothing. It 
demands service that produces results. 
Many go to church to be blessed and to 
get some kind of spiritual high while oth-
ers go to be a blessing to others. What 
about you?  

If there is one resolution we must 
make for this new year, it should be to 
serve faithfully, joyfully and effectively.   

 

Pastor Joseph Hovsepian 
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From the Pastor 
…continued from page 12 



The Pastor’s Page 
Accountability 
Time 
Matthew 25:14-30 

As a local church and ministry, we 
are accountable to all those who trust us 
with their gifts of money, time and help. 
Yet we are accountable to an even higher 
authority: God. 

Organizations are accountable to 
their members and shareholders. They 
must look at their investments, to see 
whether they had  profits or losses. We 
are all accountable for the way we invest 
and manage our life. In other words, we 
are responsible for our actions as well as 
our inactions, to our wife, husband, par-
ents, boss, teachers, friends, etc. 

Sadly, most people forget that they 
are accountable to the ultimate authority: 
God our Creator and giver of all things. 

The rich man in the story in Matthew 
25:14-30 was going away on a long jour-
ney, so he called his servants (these were 
live-in servants and part of the house-
hold) and gave final instructions and 
some money to each one of them, telling 
them to stay and work while during his 
absence. 

The word “talent” was first used to 
describe a unit of weight (75 pounds) and 
later for a unit of money. Today “talent” 
generally refers to an ability. This master 
asked his servants to run the business; he 
intended to come back. 

He gave each one according to his 
ability (verse 15), just as the talents 
(gifts) God gives us are personalized. It  
is usually pride and selfishness that 
makes people desire and envy the talents 
of others. 

There are four 
things in this story 
that I would like us 
to look at. 

1. The Master’s 
Kindness 

The servants (slaves) had nothing; 
slaves did not even own their bodies let 
alone riches. They had no claim on their 
master; he owed them nothing. Yet he, in 
his kindness, gave them his riches to use 
and produce and they were allowed to 
use everything in that household. 

2. The Servants Who Increased Their  
Talents 

a) They got down to work right 
away (verse 16). 

b) The work was faithfully carried 
out; they did not stop or slow 
down, and they used their tal-
ents even though their master 
was not around. 

c) They were very successful,  
actually doubling the talents 
given to them. 

d) They were ready to give an  
account. 

 
When their master came, they were 

rewarded generously. They received 
praise: “Well done.” They received 
promises: “I will put you in charge  
of many things.” And they received 
glory: “Come and share your Master’s 
happiness.”  

3. The Servant Who Buried His Talent 
The one who had received one talent 

went and buried it (verse 18). He just dug 
a hole and buried his talent. 

...continued on page 11 
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“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares 
the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm 
you, plans to give you hope and a future.”  

(Jeremiah 29:11) 
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